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The experience of several thousand hours of flight as
observer and navigator of weather reconnaissance air-
planes has taught one of us that fronts in the real atmos-
phere frequently are at variance with their description
and explanation in textbooks. Satellite cloud pictures,

if not selected from the larger sample for apparent agree-.

ment with preconceived models, confirm this experience.
Therefore, to disregard the (otherwise physically accept-
able) results of an aerological ascent just because the
atmosphere ‘“should’” behave in a different form, does not
appear to further the understanding of - atmospheric
phenomena. If our study, including Dr. Jordan’s and
these comments, helps to convey this notion to our
colleagues, we think the purpose of its publication is
satisfactorily fulfilled.
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Comments on “Picture of the Month"
CLEON J. BITER
U.S. Navy Weather Research Facility, Naval Air Station, Norfolk, Va.

The “Picture of the Month” in the January issue (1]
shows a cloud pattern accompanying a large vortex and
an associated front off the coast of East Antarctica. The
description that accompanied the picture suggests that
the front ‘has advanced very far to the east of the low
center.”

A continuing study, being conducted at the U.S. Navy
Weather Research Facility [2], of daily composites of
Southern Hemisphere nephanalyses indicates that such
positioning of major cloud bands with respect to low cen-
- ters over the Southern Ocean is rather common. It also
appears that these major cloud bands rotate in a clock-
wise fashion around the Low and at some later time im-
pinge upon the coast of Antarctica.

Vorticity centers behind these fronts, as noticed on the
picture, are also relatively common; on some composites
several such centers have been noticed in the area behind
the major cloud bands,
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